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1. Undertaking here [to present] with the power of full illumination of right
knowledge, a small portion of the finest layer of the unbounded infinite
silence of eternal Being.

Accomplishing everything perfectly without effort, to him [Ganesa] the
Remover of Obstacles, I bow down.
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2. The precise and comprehensive science which describes the
characteristics of the finest layer of silence within the unbounded infinite
eternal Being is the highest knowledge ever to dawn in human awareness.
I surrender to Him, [Lord Siva,] the Omnipresent six-faced God who is
fully open to my vision, the sustainer of the power of knowledge (gyan
Sakti), the transcendental Being.
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3. I bow down to Lord Rudra, to Soma, to Him who is the eternal witness
of everything in creation,

to Sarva, the ruler of death, to the terrific and formidable form of Totality,
to Him who is the ultimate cause of successive rebirth (Samsara).
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4. From Mother Divine, from whom alone comes the tradition of duality,
sustained by being born successively in different wombs, from Her also
comes the integrated state of Self-sufficiency, the state of Total Knowledge.
To that Goddess, Mother Divine, who leads all living beings on to
fulfillment and final liberation, I bow down again and again.
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5. Having come to the highly auspicious Mount Kailash, the holy sage
Vasishtha

Having performed great austerity, virtuous, possessed of inner fulfillment,
his senses fully under control.
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6. Divine, 1000 years old, living on air [as his only sustenance], the
constant companion of Agni [through his long meditations,| he was
resplendent with the brilliance of the 5 syllable mantra; he moved about in
the company of the hundred names (in the Satarudriya portion of Yajur
Veda) made [manifest as forms] visible to the senses [through his constant
performance of Rudra-abhisheka].
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7. Having cleared away all stresses and become pure by the repetition of
Pranava, consisting of six syllables,

[Vasishtha,] The most virtuous of sages was softly whispering the name of
Siva from his heart-felt longing to see him,
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8. The Divine Mother, Uma, together with Siva, the Redeemer, being
kindly disposed towards him, at that time

A lingam made of pure light, Lord Siva in his own true form, became
clearly visible here, in front of Vasishtha.
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9. The sage was filled with wonder, [thinking,] “What is this standing in
front of me?”

as he became aware of the presence of the Soul of the Universe, the
glorious Supreme Ruler.
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10. “It can only be the Divine Lord Rudra who has become manifest and is
seated before me,” he realized.

Physically prostrating with his body, the great sage expressed in speech the
overflow of his heart thrilled with devotion.
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11. Vasishtha performed Pija to the Ruler of the Gods, ceremonially
offering incense, flowers and fruits,

Expressing again and again, that it is God Himself who, out of kindness to
his devotee, had become visible here in this form of light.
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This text is based on two manuscripts,

1. Manuscript D15664, “Vasistha Laingam,” Telugu script, bundled
with Varuna Upapurana and Bhargava Upapurana: Sastri, M. Seshagiri,
et.al., A Descriptive Catalogue of the Sanskrit Manuscripts of the Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, Madras 1901-1951, No. 15663, 15664,
15665.

2. “Vasistha Laingyam,” 101 pages, paper, Devanagari script, Nepal
government library, Kathmandu.

The first three chapters are the critical edition; the remaining chapters are
the rough typescript based on the Chennai manuscript.
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